Y2

What makes a home?
Impact
By the end of this unit children will...
Come to understand that a home is more than the materials that are used to build it, that it is
a place of hope and sanctuary. Year two will learn about the human and physical geography
about Somalia and compare this with the UK as they explore the book “The Colour of Home”
in their English learning. As they explore their Big Question they will think more about who
their neighbour is and how Jesus calls us, as neighbours to all people, to show mercy on
those in need (Luke 10:36-37). We are called by Jesus to be open and to welcome the
stranger (Matthew 25:35). As a Catholic community, living in modern Britain, we have the
opportunity to help the most vulnerable in our society, to help and welcome those in need.
Children will learn that home is more than just the bricks that have built it, it’s a place full of
love and happiness, a place of refuge. When that is taken from others we are called to help
and protect others and children will explore what is within their abilities to help others and to
change the life of their neighbour.

Intent

Building the Kingdom

… it is our vision that our children will become advocates
for social justice, fighters for sustainability, seekers of
equality and leaders seeking to become “builders of a
new humanity” (Pope Francis).

Big Question

Through the delivery of this unit, it is our vision that
children will come to understand their role in welcoming
the stranger, just as Christ welcomes us. They will
understand we are responsible for all people, wherever
they may be in the world because it is our duty to ensure
that people have their right to life, free from indignity
and suffering.

What makes a home?
Further questions to explore:
Who is my neighbour?
Do I have a duty to everyone?

Catholic Social Teaching
Dignity of the human person – Each one
of us is created in the image and likeness
of God. We have failed to love if we have
caused human suffering or if we have
been indifferent to human suffering. In
Luke 10:25-37, Jesus calls us to love our
neighbour whoever they might be, this
reflection calls us to serve and practise
this.

What makes a home? Year 2: Knowledge and Skills
Core Subjects

Foundation Subjects

English

History and Geography

Story with a familiar setting. The Colour of Home by Mary Hoffman
Children will be reading and exploring the story and the main character, a boy called Hassan
who starts at a new school in England. As we engage with the text we will identify how the
author creates empathy. Children will write from the perspective of the children in the school.
•
Predict, infer and answer questions and summarise “The colour of home”
•
•
•

Noun phrases
Proper noun
Punctuation including capital letters for a proper noun.

•
Commas in a list
Poetry – Free verse The magic box by Kit Wright.
Children will be reflecting upon what makes their house a home and what they would pack to
make somewhere feel like home.
•
Write using stanzas to create rhythm.
•
Adjectives
•
Alliteration
•
Repetition

Science
Use of everyday materials
Children will:
•

•

identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials,
including wood, metal, plastic glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for
particular uses.
find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.

Geography
As children read through the story “The colour of home” they will learn about the country the main
character came from, about the human and physical features and compare this with our homes in
Birmingham.
•
•
•
•

Compare a local City/town in England with a contrasting city in a different nonEuropean country.
Express own views about a place, people, environment, location.
To use geographical language including the four compass points.
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and
describe features studied.

Art and Design and Design Technology
Design Technology – designing and building a house
•

State what products they are designing and making

•

Assemble, join and combine materials and components

•

Make simple judgments about their products and ideas against design criteria

•

Know what materials products are made from

•
Know how freestanding structures can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable
Art and Design – drawing
•

draw as a way of recording experiences and feelings.

•

Look at drawings and comment thoughtfully, begin to discuss use of shadows, use of light and dark.

•

Sketch to make quick records of something.

•

Work out ideas through drawing

Music
Children will listen to music and poems about home.
•
•

Duration – Recognise respond & distinguish between beat & rhythm
Structure – Beginning, middle & end. Recognise repetition & contrast

Computing
Present Your Research – Children will create a presentation to showcase their learning about our big
question.

What makes a home? Year 2: Knowledge and Skills
Core Subjects

Foundation Subjects
P.E.

Maths
Statistics
• To interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and
simple tables.
• To ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each
category and sorting the categories by quantity.
• To ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data.
Consolidation

Dance
•
•
•
•

Perform using more sophisticated formations as well as an individual.
Explore relationships through different dance formations.
Explain the importance of emotion and feeling in dance.
Use stimuli to copy, repeat and create dance actions and motifs.

Hit, Catch, Run

•
•

Revising the use of the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division).
Reasoning and problem solving skills.

•
•

Multi-step questions.
Telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes on an analogue clock.

•
•
•

Work on a variety of ways to score runs in different hit, catch, run games.
Work in teams to field.
Begin to play the role of wicketkeeper or backstop.

RE
Easter
This unit is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the stories
of Easter from the New Testament and of the symbols the Church uses to celebrate the
Season. Children will:
•
•

Know a range of stories about the Resurrection and the Risen Jesus, the other
characters involved and their reactions.
Be able to identify the symbols used during the Easter Season and explain their
significance.

Peacemakers
Peaceful Mind and Body
During Peacemakers sessions, children will be discussing:
•

how to meditate and its benefits.

•
•

VE Day celebrations.
peaceful bodies.

•

Mental Health Awareness Week.

